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REVERSING INTO A PARKING SPACE

The diagrams below illustrate two different approaches we use to help teach students how to
reverse into a parking space. Parking both forward and backwards, is one of the requirements on the
road skills test, at the conclusion of Road and Range. The student is not required to use the methods
below; they may use any method they find successful. The car must be straight, in-between the lines of
the parking space and the driver must demonstrate that they got into the space with confidence.
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Reversing into a parking space on your RIGHT

1. Stop 3 feet away from tips of white lines with your body in the center of the parking space.

2. Turn your steering wheel all the way to the LEFT. Roll forward as far as you can without
entering the parking spaces on the opposite side.

3. Turn your steering wheel all the way to the RIGHT. Roll backwards until your car is parallel to
the lines of the parking space. Turn your steering wheel 2 rotations back to the LEFT so your
wheels are straight. Continue rolling straight back into the parking space.

*Remember to reverse SLOWLY so you can make corrections if you are not in the center of the parking
space.

**This technique works for reversing into parking spaces on the right or left. Just reverse the directions
if you are parking on the left.
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1. Stop 5 feet away from the parking spaces on your lett. When you make your 90:-degree turn,
your front left bumper will swing wide. You want to make sure you don’t hit any cars on the
left.

2. The driver will need to make an imaginary straight line between his/her body (A), 8 inches in
from the back passenger window (B), and the first line of the parking space (C) they want to
reverse into and stop.

3. Turn your steering wheel all the way to the RIGHT. Roll back slowly until your car is parallel to
the parking space. Turn your steering wheel 2 rotations back to the LEFT so your wheels are

straight. Continue rolling straight back into the parking space.

*Remember to reverse SLOWLY so you can make corrections if you are not in the center of the parking
space.

*#This technique only works when you are making a 90-degree turn into a parking space on the RIGHT.

Drive Safely and Keep Practicing!

Mrs. Yeatts and Mr. Reid
Behind the Wheel Instructors




