
AP Research Interest Inventory and Introduction Assignments
The goal of this assignment is to brainstorm ideas for your AP Research project. Because you will spend two semesters working on it, it should be about a topic that you are interested in. Complete the interest inventory before continuing with the following parts. Complete parts 1-4 and come to class the first day of school with two research questions. 
Part I: Interest Inventory
Directions: For this section, do a little research using current events, podcasts, movies, documentaries, novels, the community around you (school, neighborhood, town, district, etc.). 
	
	

	Look up topics related to art or culture (music, literature, film, theater, etc.). What interests you?
	1.
2.
3.

	Look up topics related to the economy—U.S. or another country. What interests you?
	1.
2.
3.

	Look up topics related to the business world. What interests you?
	1.
2.
3.

	What are some current political issues in the U.S.?
	1.
2.
3.

	What are some current political issues globally?
	1.
2.
3.

	What are some historical topics that interest you?
	1.
2.
3.

	What historical topics relate to a current issue today?
	1.
2.
3.

	What are some health/medical related topics that interest you? 
*Reminder avoid mental health issues because they are overdone by other students. 
	1.
2.
3.

	Which kind of science most interests you? What are some topics in that field?
	1.
2.
3.

	What are some current ideas/issues happening in the world of technology?
	1.
2.
3.

	What is your favorite book? Movie? Podcast? Why do you like them?
	1.
2.
3.

	What are some current issues in education?
	1.
2.
3.

	Spend one day observing as you go about your day (brush your teeth, drive around, walk, shop, interact, travel, etc.) What are some interesting things that you notice? What do you wonder? 
	1.
2.
3.

	Based on your day observing, what things bother you that could be improved?
	1.
2.
3.

	What is a problem you would like to see solved?
	1.
2.
3.

	What is something you would like to create?
	1.
2.
3.

	What is something that you don’t understand but would like to see explained?
	1.
2.
3.



Part 2: Brainstorming Topics From Problems Around You 
Over the summer, I want you to observe the environment around you. The best research projects try to answer a question or solve a problem. Consider all aspects of life around you. Is there something that is inefficient or slow? Is there a problem you see in your house, school, community, or other aspect of your life that you could investigate making more efficient? Think about the show Shark Tank; many products are created to solve one of these problems or issue they saw around them.  
 Ex. 1 A student in a previous year noticed that students were regularly late to school and saw that there was always a line to get into the parking lot. The student studied parking lot layouts to determine what made student drop-off more efficient.  
 Ex. 2 Over the past few years, grocery stores have implemented self-checkout. By doing so, they are reducing their overhead cost by paying fewer employees to oversee the checkout. Now, they need one employee to watch over four registers. Research was done to make the self-checkout more cost effective.  
	 Type of Problem 
	Explanation of the Problem 
	What could you research about this problem? Be specific. 

	Efficiency (reduction of time or cost) 
 
 
	1.
2.
3.
	1.  
2.  
3. 

	Functionality (improvement of product) 
 
 
	1.  
 2.   
 3. 
	 1.
2.
3. 

	Explanation (What is the issue that would like an answer?)
	1.
2.
3.
	1.
2.
3.


 


Part 3: Research Question

Directions: Using your interest inventory and brainstorm of problems around you, you will choose three topics and write two research questions for each topic. Make sure the research questions look at different perspectives or lenses. Use the stems below to help focus your research question.
Research Question Stems for AP Research
· To what extent does [Variable A] impact [Variable B] in [Context/Population]?
· How does [Factor A] affect/impact [Outcome B]...
· In what ways do [Social/Economic Factors] influence [Specific Behavior]?
· How effective is [Policy/Method] at reducing [Problem] among [Target Group]?) 
· How has [X] changed over time...
· What are the main factors contributing to [Phenomenon] in [Location]?)
· How do [Population A] and [Population B] differ in...
· To what extent does [factor X] influence [outcome Y] in [specific population or context]?
· What is the relationship between [variable 1] and [variable 2] among [target group]?
· In what ways does [intervention, policy, or strategy] affect [issue or outcome] in [specific setting, population, environment]?
· How has [trend, behavior, or issue] changed over time in [region, community, or demographic]?
· Why has [trend, behavior, or issue] changed over time in [region, community, or demographic]?
· What are the underlying causes of [specific problem] in [context]?
· What is the effectiveness of [solution, program, or intervention] in addressing [problem]?
· How does [cultural, social, economic, or environmental factor] shape [behavior, belief, or outcome]?
· What are the impacts of [event, policy, or innovation] on [community, system, or population]?

Topic 1: _________________________________________
	
	

	
	



Topic 2: _________________________________________
	
	

	
	



Topic 3: _________________________________________
	
	

	
	



Part 4: Research Question Workshop
Directions: Choose your top 2 research questions; make sure your chosen research questions come from different topics. Evaluate and revise your research questions based on questions below. 
Research Question 1: Add your research question here. 
	Is this a topic you are REALLY interested in?
	Yes   No

	Describe the problem? Give the context? Is it a real-world issue/problem that is current? Write at least three sentences.
	

	Is the question researchable? Can you find sources on it in the databases? Find two sources in Ebsco to support your research. Add the full citation.  
	1.
2. 

	Is it too broad or too narrow?
	

	Has this question already been researched? If yes, you need to resive your question. 
	Yes   No



Research Question #1 Revision
Revise research question here

Research Question 2: Add your research question here. 
	Is this a topic you are REALLY interested in?
	Yes   No

	Describe the problem? Give the context? Is it a real-world issue/problem that is current? Write at least three sentences.
	

	Is the question researchable? Can you find sources on it in the databases? Find two sources in Ebsco to support your research. Add the full citation.  
	1.
2. 

	Is it too broad or too narrow?
	

	Has this question already been researched? If yes, you need to resive your question. 
	Yes   No



Research Question #2 Revision
Revise research question here

