AP Lit Summer Reading Assignment: Book Journal
Cover Sheet
Student Name: ____________________________ 
Book Title: ____________________________ 
Author: _______________________________ 

This assignment packet should be completed by hand; no typed assignments will be accepted. Your handwriting must be clear and legible; if I cannot read your handwriting, I cannot assign credit for it. 
If you need more space, you may attach handwritten additional pages to this packet. 


Overall Rating (1–5): ⭐️⭐️⭐️⭐️⭐️  (Circle Star Count to Reflect Your Assessment) 
Book Review (4-6 sentences): 
Compose a 4-6 sentence handwritten review explaining your rating here: 













Powerful Passage Analysis #1
Select a passage that is particularly meaningful in revealing significant aspects of characterization. You may wish to consider what it shows about perspective (how the character views the world and themselves), personality (who the character is at their core) and/or motive (what the character wants & why they want it). 
Your chosen passage should be at least two (2) well-developed paragraphs in length or, if the passage contains bursts of short dialogue, at least one full book page long.
· Location (page/chapter/paragraph): ___________
· EXACT TEXT of Passage (write or type it below or attach a clear and readable photo/screenshot):



















Close Reading Analysis: In the space below, compose a well-written paragraph (5-8 sentences) that explores how the author leverages specific details within the passage to reveal character. 
You may wish to consider the following elements of the author’s craft in your analysis: 
· Language tools: How does the author’s diction (specific word choice) shape the audience’s understanding? Consider tone, imagery, and/or figurative language: simile, metaphor, personification, etc.
· Point of view: Who is telling the story at this point? Do we have insight into what characters are thinking, or only their speech/actions?
· Sentence structure: How does the length of sentences (long & flowing vs short & choppy) impact the tone & mood of the passage?
· Overall structure: Does the author use repetition or juxtaposition/contrast to organize the ideas/events in this passage? Is there a significant shift that occurs?
	














Powerful Passage Analysis #2
Select a passage from a different part of your book that adds complexity to the analysis you did for Passage #1. Complexity occurs when a new layer of information is added that either complements or contrasts with what has come before. 
Complexity can occur in three core ways: 
· Shifting: A change occurs for the character over time. A character who starts out being motivated to fit in to society’s ideals and later changes to trying to be more true to themselves would fit this kind of complexity. 

· Contrasting/Conflicting: A character is torn between two forces or ideas. A character who is struggling between self-preservation & upholding their moral code would fit this kind of complexity. 

· Stacking/Complementing: A character is multi-faceted or “round,” with more than one distinct characteristic that makes them who they are. A character who is shown to be both generous AND hardworking would fit this kind of complexity.  
Your chosen passage should be at least two (2) well-developed paragraphs in length or, if the passage contains bursts of short dialogue, at least one full book page long.
· Location (page/chapter/paragraph): ___________
· EXACT TEXT of Passage (write or type it below or attach a clear and readable photo/screenshot):










Close Reading Analysis: In the space below, compose a well-written paragraph (5-8 sentences) that explores how the author leverages specific details within the passage to create complexity. 
You may wish to consider the following elements of the author’s craft in your analysis: 
· Language tools: How does the author’s diction (specific word choice) shape the audience’s understanding? Consider imagery, repetition, and/or figurative language: simile, metaphor, personification, etc.
· Point of view: Who is telling the story at this point? Do we have insight into what characters are thinking, or only their speech/actions?
· Sentence structure: length of sentences (long & flowing vs short & choppy) 
· Overall structure: Does the author use repetition or juxtaposition/contrast? Is there a significant shift that occurs in this passage?














Beginnings and Endings
How does the opening of the book connect to the end? You should select a short passage (between a few lines & a few paragraphs – no more than a page) from both the beginning and ending that support your final understanding.
· Opening (direct quote or summary of core passage ; include page/chapter):














· Ending (direct quote or summary of core passage; include page/chapter):


















Compare & Contrast (4-6 sentences): 
· What symbols, images, lines, or ideas repeat (or shift) from the opening to the ending?
· Is the narrator’s voice/situation changed? How?
· Is the setting changed? How?
· Does the ending resolve, invert, or complicate expectations set up by the opening?








Big ideas shaped by the opening → ending relationship (4-6 sentences):
How does the relationship between the opening and ending of your book reveal a core thematic message of the text?










Most Valuable Line (MVL)
Identify a single most important line from your book in shaping your understanding of the text. 
· Location (chapter/page): ___________
· Line (copy exactly):


Argument: Why this line matters (5-6 sentences):
· Why does this specific line stick out to you? Did it uphold or overturn what you were thinking about your text?
· What about the author’s craft (the way that they use language) is special in this line?
· What does it show about a character, conflict, and/or theme that other lines do not?
· How does it connect to the overall meaning of your book?





